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States have established several regional and international courts and tribunals (ICs) to resolve disputes, interpret treaties, and deter illegal behavior, for a range of issues including: human rights, trade, investment and international crimes. But we witness protests and even calls to exit or close down ICs, often by reference to their lack of democratic accountability or insufficient respect for diversity: African states are concerned about the International Criminal Court (ICC), the UK Brexit from the EU is partly due to the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), and several countries discuss leaving the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) or the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR). 

What are the legitimate present and future roles of this international judiciary in the global legal order? Why and when are these international courts and tribunals legitimate authorities, whose decisions should enjoy deference by ‘compliance communities’: international, regional and domestic authorities, individuals, companies and other non-state actors?

The workshop invites critical reflection about the most salient concepts and standards of legitimacy for ICs, and a focus on the three main clusters of charges of illegitimacy:
- Criticisms concern the multi-level separation of authority to and among ICs
- the proper checks and balances on ICs’ functioning; and 
- how well the ICs perform

Those topics lead to two further overarching questions: When are ICs more suitable than alternatives? What are best practices and models for improvements for each IC, duly cognizant of their differences? 
For more extensive presentation of these themes, check the Research Plan of PluriCourts, www.pluricourts.no/about/research-plan-2.0.pdf
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